A The ’97 LSC, Section 8-3.1 requires all vertical openings between floors to be enclosed or protected per Section 6-2.4. Openings between floors in accordance with Section 6-2.4.5 or 6-2.4.6 is permitted by Exceptions #1 and #2, and permitted in accordance with 6-2.4.7 as referenced by 6-2.4. The vertical opening for the stairwell from the Members Lobby on the Lower Level, to the Lounge on the Upper Level, does not comply with Section 6-2.4.5 due to the following: Item (h) requires an egress path from the Covered Terrace without entering the communicating space; Item (c) requires visibility of any hazard throughout communicating spaces, but several areas on either floor would have views obstructed; and Item (d), Exception #1 requires a smoke barrier at the Pass Through and Exercise Room to be added. The vertical opening may use the provisions of Section 6-2.4.6, where an Atrium engineered design is submitted for review and all the other provisions of this section are met. Finally, one option is to use Section 6-2.4.7 which requires enclosing one level of the stairwell (probably the lower level could be enclosed by 1-hour construction and use self-closing doors in accordance with Section 5-2.1.8 which allows hold-open devices and smoke detectors on either side of the doors for door holder release) providing the stair is not used as an exit enclosure (i.e. the travel distance continues down the stairs up to an exit). Provide details for review on the method used to protect the vertical opening. Note: Unless one level is enclosed per Section 6-2.4.7, a minimum 18-inch deep draft stop and automatic fire sprinklers (water curtain) located not more than 6-ft. on center within 6 to 12 inches of the draft stop is required around the floor opening per NFPA 13 (1996), Section 4-13.3.4.

