MEMORANDUM:

TO:


Fire Sprinkler Installers and Inspectors


FROM :

Jaimie Blackstone, P.E.

SUBJECT:
Sprinklers or Automatic Spray Nozzles for Deep Vat Fryers
DATE:


December 9, 2003
NFPA 13 (2002), Section 7.9.8.2.1 requires sprinklers or automatic spray nozzles used for protection of deep vat fryers to be Listed for that application. Paragraph (70)(b) of Rule 120-3-3-.04 modifies NFPA 96 (2001), Chapter 10 which requires automatic fire extinguishing systems to comply with UL 300, “Standard for Fire Testing of Fire Extinguishing Systems for Protection of Restaurant Cooking Areas”. The modification provides an Exception permitting wet or dry chemical systems installed prior to 1998 if they are in compliance with the manufacturer’s listing – red-tagging as “non-UL 300 compliant” would apply to only to these wet or dry chemical type systems, not wet sprinkler systems using the provisions of NFPA 13. 
Any existing wet sprinkler non-UL 300 compliant system (e.g. Water Mist Sprinkler for protection of deep vat fryers not currently Listed, etc.) shall be permitted to remain in service,  provided they are maintained in accordance with the manufacturer’s installation and maintenance manual and inspected in accordance with NFPA 25 (2002). However, these systems must be replaced by a UL 300 compliant system (e.g. GW Misteryhood Twin Nozzle System for protection of deep vat fryers, etc.) when either: the appliance arrangement has been modified, or the hazard has been modified to create a higher risk since the initial system installation; or, the system discharges (sprinkler is fused) requiring replacement of the sprinkler.
If you require any further information, please do not hesitate to call at (404) 656-7087.
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